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by Audrey Schreiber

 Shaler Area has pro-
duced an array of successful 
athletes over the years, but none 
are comparable to 2007 gradu-
ate Matt Nelson. He and his twin 
brother Nick have been wrest-
ing since they were fi ve years 
old.  Matt, an excellent wrestler 
in high school, was offered a 
scholarship from the University 
of Virginia for wrestling. Matt 
and his brother signed with Vir-
ginia in November of their senior 
year.

“I look forward to (wres-
tling), I love it, every single 
day, every single practice,” Matt 
said.

Mr. Drew D’Agostino, his 
wrestling coach at Shaler got to 
know him throughout his high school years.

“Matt is and was an excellent student. He’s a good 
kid…He is very dedicated. He was the fi rst freshman 
to place at states for Shaler, his brother Nick being 
the second. He and his brother were always in the top 
3 in the WPIAL.”

Mr. Kevin Barry has known the brothers since 
the 6th grade, and has been friends with them ever 
since, 

“Matt’s been an incredibly successful wres-
tler since grade school, one of Shaler’s very best, 
but you’ll never hear that from him. Matt and Nick 
are two of the most humble people you’ll ever meet. 
Unlike a lot of other successful high school athletes, 
Matt’s school work never took a back seat his athletic 
career. He and his brother we’re among the most in-

telligent kids in our grade, one of the reasons they 
attracted interest from the University of Virginia, a 
prestigious academic university.”

The Nelson brothers were both expected to com-
pete for WPIAL and PIAA titles as seniors. However, 
those dreams were crushed when one move at a prac-
tice in February sent Matt into a 57-week struggle 
with a concussion.

“Basically we were doing group live wrestling. 
He was going with Nick and got hit in the side of his 
head…He kept wrestling and got taken down by a 
freshman. He just wasn’t himself, you could see right 
off the bat,” D’Agostino recalled.

Despite obvious fl aws in the practice, Nelson 
continued to train. Continuing his training worsened 
his injury, and soon D’Agostino insisted that he see 
a doctor. 

“I wasn’t gonna let 
[the doctors] tell me I’m 
not gonna wrestle. I would 
work out on my own, not 
eat, not drink- I had to keep 
my weight down. Basically 
this was the absolute worse 
thing you could do. But I 
said to the doctor, Mickey 
Collins, ‘Don’t tell me I’m 
not wrestling.’ He com-
pletely laughed in my face. 
It was that bad,” Nelson 
explained.

The concussion he 
received in practice de-
stroyed his senior season, 
but with a focus on getting 
better, Nelson began to re-
cuperate. Doctors told him 
there was a slim chance of 
him ever returning to wres-

tling. However, the University of Virginia honored 
his scholarship and he and his brother enrolled in the 
fall semester. Soon, however, Nelson’s health began 
to decline and he was forced to withdraw from the 
University after only one semester.

“Once I came to college, it was a spiral effect 
downwards. The classes and the work I had just de-
stroyed me. My brain didn’t know what it felt like to 
not have headaches,’ said Nelson. 

Mr. Barry saw what Matt was going through.
“The hardest thing for Matt during his recovery 

was that a large part of it was out of his control. It 
wasn’t that he wasn’t familiar with injury because 
he’d been hurt a few times during his career and had 

Shaler wrestling alumni conquers concussions

4th annual Shalerpalooza draws in fans, funds 

Matt Nelson wrestling for the University of Virginia (Virginiasports.com)

by Sarah Breen

The 4th annual Shalerpalooza took place 
on Saturday, February 4 at Mr. Smalls in 
Millville.  Five Bands played at this concert 
including: Manifest Destiny, Silver Lining, 
Tobacco road, Altar Boys, and Osmium.

 Shalerpalooza is a benefi t concert in or-
der to help raise class funds. No one was paid 
to participate in this concert; it was strictly 
volunteer. The money that was raised, wheth-
er it was from tickets, T- shirts, sponsors, do-
nations, or the Bake-a- Palooza,  alone rais-
ing $200.00, went straight to Shaler students’ 
funds.

The concert was a huge success raising 
over $2,000. More than 300 tickets were 
sold; the total merchandise sold was $554.00 
worth, which included the sales of: Shalerpa-
looza and Tobacco Road T-shirts, along with 
Tobacco Road’s CD.

 Money raised through sponsorships was 
approximately $740.00. A donation jar for 
the event was placed at Hardees in Millville 
which also raised about $200.00.

The bands were really excited to have their music heard. They had been prac-
ticing for months leading up to the show, and were happy to raise money for 
Shaler High School funds.

“I get to do what I like while raising money for a good cause,” Senior Braden 
Esposito, the guitarist for Silver Lining, said.

What’s really unique about Shaler is that they organize concerts like this, 

while many school districts do not. Their 
bands are left playing in a garage while some 
Shaler students get the full treatment. They 
get to be in the spotlight instead of standing 
in the audience.

“A bunch of kids from Shaler come here 
and I feel it’s a nice thing to give back because 
North Hills and Butler bands, and all those ar-
eas, they don’t really do that. So it’s cool that 
Shaler can do that,” Junior Alex Pickel, guest 
singer for Tobacco Road said.

Shalerpalooza was started by a High 
School Staff member Dale Mangold back in 
2009. He also started the band Tobacco Road. 
Music means a lot to him, so when he was 
asked what Shalerpalooza meant to him he 
said, 

“It means a few things- one thing that 
comes to mind is just giving back to the com-
munity and it’s a way to showcase our young 
talent. It makes me feel good that in a three 
and half hour time frame, we have over 300 
people bonded together; it’s special we can 

bring everyone together for one purpose,” he 
said.

“It was a really great opportunity to play music for people you know and 
care about, and just people in the area, honestly. There are people that aren’t from 
Shaler that come,” Senior Indigo Baloch, the lead vocalist for Manifest Destiny 
said.

  Hopefully, Shaler students will be seeing some more of these bands and 
other musical talents in the upcoming events later in the year. 

Senior Ryan Fairman, member of Osmium, playing at Mr. Smalls (Sarah Breen) 

Cont. on page 8
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Opinions

by Anna Porter

The Scholastic Assessment Test, known more commonly as the SAT, has 
become one of the largest obstacles students will have to conquer in their high 
school years. With an overwhelming majority of colleges requiring the SAT as 
an admissions ticket to their institution, students have an immense amount of 
pressure on them to perform as well or better than they do on a day-to-day basis. 
When this isn’t the case, they are left discouraged, asking themselves “Can one 
test really measure my academic abilities?”

 The SATs were implemented as a way to develop a common standard for 
high school students, leveling the always competitive academic playing fi eld. 

“What they look at now and how they use the SAT is that there’s a strong cor-
relation between scores on the SAT and how well a student will do their fi rst year 
in college,” Guidance Counselor Mrs. Mary Beth Miller said.

But how does it measure a student’s work ethic? How does it take into con-
sideration a student’s persistence? How well will it score a college freshman’s 
will power to wake up early and attend an 8 a.m. lecture? 

The bottom line is that the SAT does not do any of these things. The test plays 
bias to those who are innately bright, taking out all of the aforementioned factors. 
Just because a student scores considerably well on one test should not be the sole 
factor as to whether they are deemed intelligent enough to be accepted. 

Playing a major component in taking the test is the pressure associated with 
it. Try just mentioning the subject and expect groans of disturbance and a cringe 
or two. 

“I worry because I do feel that students are under a lot of pressure,” Guidance 
Counselor Mrs. Deborah Stepnick said. “I think it’s not just the students, it’s the 
families too. I talked to a lot of families and they are just really unnerved about 
the process. And unfortunately, if your parents are putting pressure on you and 
you’re already putting pressure on yourself, it’s the double whammy as I like to 
call it.”

However, there are ways to prepare. Many learning centers and schools offer 
SAT classes and the College Board pushes the purchase of their back-breaking 
“The Offi cial SAT Study Guide” book, fi lled with over 1,000 pages of informa-
tion to cram into one’s brain. Don’t worry- I’m sure this proves to be very helpful, 
especially when two and a half hours into the test you’re looking for something 

to smack yourself in the head with. Although many methods may claim they are 
the best, there is no true, right way to better one’s self for the test awaiting them.

“The best way to prepare is to take a strong and rigorous schedule from el-
ementary school on. That is the single best way to prepare for the SATs,” Miller 
advised. “It’s hard to prepare in just a weeks’ time, or two eight hour classes” 

Realizing the SAT certainly has its downfalls, colleges across the nation have 
abandoned the test, declaring their schools “SAT optional.” According to FairT-
est, a website dedicated to fair and open testing, approximately 850 four-year 
colleges fall into this category, downplaying the value of SATs and other stan-
dardized tests, instead basing their admissions decisions off grade-point average 
or class rank.  Other schools on the list do require SAT or ACT scores but solely 
use them as means of placement or research conduction. One of the 850 schools 
is Washington and Jefferson, located in Washington, Pennsylvania. 

“What they do is you have to do additional things in terms of your admission 
packet. For W and J it’s an interview. You can choose to not send them your SAT 
scores,” Stepnick said. “They are currently in the process of gathering data to see 
how the students that go SAT optional are performing against those students that 
went the traditional route. They are fi nding they are doing about the same.”  

One-on-one interviews are possible for Washington and Jefferson and other 
small colleges because of the lesser number of applications they receive. This, 
unfortunately, is virtually impossible when it comes to larger schools. Still these 
universities cannot focus on one score to ultimately make a decision and must 
look at the bigger picture- a student’s essay, letter of recommendation, aspira-
tions, and extracurricular activities.      

“I had the opportunity to hear Graham Spanier [former University of Penn 
State president] speak and he said that the reason that even they get a 125,000 ap-
plications, look at grade point average as two-thirds of the process and the SAT’s 
one-third, is because they believe a student’s day-to-day performance over their 
three years is much more of a projection of a student’s performance than a single 
Saturday test administration,” Stepnick said. 

The SATs should not be emphasized as much as they are, for students are 
more signifi cant than a score on a piece of paper. One day, hopefully other col-
leges will see that no test is a compilation of one’s character.  

“I think it has its place, but it has to be kept in perspective,” Stepnick said.  

SATs should not be a college admissions ticket 

 Student

 Speakout

 

“I just think its a really bad way to see how 
you’re going to do your freshman year of 
college.  The GPA should matter more”
--Maddie Mulig, Junior

“Colleges may look at standardized 
tests as a starting point, but I don’t 
like how influential they are”
--Kate Rhodes, Senior

“According to my GPA I rank with students that at-
tend Yale or Harvard, but the SATs said otherwise”
--Leah Maurizio, Senior

“Your future in college 
shouldn’t be based off of 
one test”
 --Brennan Reynolds, Senior 

“The SATS are like going to 
the doctors- it scares the crap 
out of you”
-- Chris Brasile, Junior 

Advetise with us
Place you ad here

contact us at
oracle@sasd.k12.pa.us
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$23 OFF 
30 Days of  

Unlimited Tanning  

 
Cranberry Mall Cranberry Twp.

724.772.4500
McKnight Rd. North Hills 412.364.8500
Not valid with any other offers or coupons.

Offer expires 08/31/2012. SA Oracle.

2 FREE TANS! 
When you purchase 

4 tans get 2 free! 

Cranberry Mall Cranberry Twp.
724.772.4500

McKnight Rd. North Hills 412.364.8500
Not valid with any other offers or coupons.

Offer expires 08/31/2012. SA Oracle.

LIP & BROW WAX 
ONLY $20 
(a $7 savings!) 

Walk in’s welcome ~ Appointments recommended

Cranberry Mall Cranberry Twp.
724.772.4500

McKnight Rd. North Hills 412.364.8500
Not valid with any other offers or coupons.

Offer expires 08/31/2012. SA Oracle.

$10 OFF 
A Personalized 
Air Brush Tan 

With valid Student I.D. 

Cranberry Mall Cranberry Twp.
724.772.4500

McKnight Rd. North Hills 412.364.8500
Not valid with any other offers or coupons.

Offer expires 08/31/2012. SA Oracle.

$10 OFF 
Any Massage, Facial 
Or Microderm Facial 

Cranberry Mall Cranberry Twp.
724.772.4500

McKnight Rd. North Hills 412.364.8500
Not valid with any other offers or coupons.

Offer expires 08/31/2012. SA Oracle.

$5 OFF 
Any Waxing Service 

$30 & up! 

Cranberry Mall Cranberry Twp.
724.772.4500

McKnight Rd. North Hills 412.364.8500
Not valid with any other offers or coupons.

Offer expires 08/31/2012. SA Oracle.

by Casey Rastetter

When January closes, the memories of 
New Year’s celebrations and Martin Luther 
King Day are lingering quite closely in the 
past. Not enough, however, to completely 
dismiss the next “holiday”: Valentine’s Day.

 While love is in the air for some, com-
plete panic and nausea strike others like bolts 
of lightning. Will Brian bring me fl owers? 
Does Josie like the sweater vest I’m wear-
ing? Instead of having both your angsty teen 
heart and mind racing with worries of Cu-
pid’s special curse, make sure you take home 
the gold.

How does one acquire the gold, you ask? 
The name of the game is: Catching the Val-
entine. Instead of sitting around pondering 
whether you’re good enough for the pretty 
girl in Calculus class or cool enough for the 
gym class hero, give them no choice and literally 
catch them. A few supplies will be needed before any 
type of catching processes can be completed.

One approach is what I like to call the good old 
candy trail. Before any preparations can begin, you 
have to discover if your soon-to-be-Valentine likes 
Starbursts or Reeses’ Pieces. In this particular case, 
Hershey kisses would be the most symbolic. 

Find out where your crush is located at all times, 
in the creepiest way possible, and start lining up a 
trail of his/her favorite candy. Like any normal per-
son, Brian or Josie will follow the line of sweets like 
it is their job. When the end is reached, you, being 
the Casanova that you are, will throw the largest net 
imaginable around your love bug, offi cially catching 
them.

Large nets are hard to come by, unless your fa-
ther is the Gortan’s Fisherman or the murderer from 

“I Know What you did Last Summer”. However, any 
average Joe can climb up a tree and unleash their in-
ner peeping Tom. It’s not quite as menacing as the net 
fi asco but it gets the point across all the same. 

This advancement is not the usual “admire some-
one while sitting in his/her bedside tree” motif. It’s far 
more complex and thoughtful. Since you’ll already 
know the location of your one-and-only’s home and 
nearest Oak tree, just start climbing on up. 

When you locate Brian or Josie and they make 
any visible movement near the front door, prepare to 
jump out of the tree. The leap of faith will allow you 
to propel on to, and into, his or her soul.

Once you land on your target, almost ensuring 
them to pass out, report to the hospital, while carry-
ing your prize through the automatic doors. 

Sooner or later your cutie pie will come to and 
you can explain that you were walking your dog and 
saw a massive bird fl y into them, and that’s why noth-

ing can be remembered. 
Your newly obtained Valentine will fi -

nally realize that chivalry is in fact NOT 
dead and that they have found the special 
person who they will look fi ne and dandy 
next to while watching “The Vow” on Feb-
ruary 14th. 

Considering that more than likely your 
up-and-coming Pepe Le Pews are still in 
high school, the skill of knowing where one 
is walking in the hallway is of the upmost 
importance. After acquiring this ability, one 
can walk around blindfolded if they wanted 
to, so what not take advantage of the circum-
stances? 

What I’m trying to say is this: trip your 
eye candy and make them fall head over 
heels for you… and make it look like an ac-
cident. The hallways are a crowded place 
so when you choose the right place and the 
right time, whether it be in the lunch line or 

the cluster around the library, stick your foot out and 
prepare to storm the beach of Normandy. Josie will 
gracefully fall right into your arms with a reassuring 
“Thank you” smile. Brian, on the other hand, will be 
embarrassed at the site of a girl catching him, but the 
thoughtful gesture will stick with him throughout the 
rest of the treacherous school day.

 If none of these shoe-in ideas work for 
claiming your Cinderella or Prince Charming, there 
are always other, boring alternatives. For instance, 
one could invest the time in getting to know Brian 
or Josie. Some Snap-On bracelets may be purchased 
for her, while Hot Topic band tees may be bought for 
him. One could even ask for a pencil while wink-
ing! But honestly, nothing compares to LITERALLY 
catching the Valentine.

How To Solve Your Valentine’s Day Woes

I love the couples that bar-
ricade the hallway,
While they’re holding 
hands and walking

I love hearing about your 
relationship all the time
No but really, please con-

tinue talking
I love that your relationship is “solid”
But then you breakup every other day

I love when couples match outfits
It’s like you’re twins! No WAY!
I love the adorable pet names

So creative and cute!
I love when you talk in inside jokes

You guys are such a hoot!!
I love to see couples making out

It’s even better when that happens in 
front of teachers

I love it when I get to be the third wheel
It’s like I’m the added bonus feature!

I love those couples that post statuses 
about each other all the time

It makes me want to cry 
I absolutely, positively love obnoxious 

couples,
And there are so many reasons why

-- by Audrey Schreiber

10 Things I 

LOVE About YOU
Couples Edition
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AP costs should be covered

Grow your talents and discover new ones. Expand your mind and explore the 

world. You’ll be amazed at the big thinking – and big opportunities – that unfold 

everyday at Chatham. Take classes in another country. Learn what it means to 

live green. Develop an entrepreneurial spirit. And get involved in the world on a 

more meaningful level. Small class sizes and dedicated professors let you soar 

and explore in unbelievable ways. 

CHATHAM ADVANTAGES
• Experience a distinctive education built upon women’s leadership, environmental awareness, and 

global understanding

• Study on our historic 39-acre Shadyside Campus, minutes from downtown, and at or 388-acre 

Eden Hall Campus north of Pittsburgh

• SAT/ACT optional admissions policy available for first-year students

• Nearly 95% of Chatham undergraduate students receive some form of merit or need-based 

scholarship

• All first-year students and most transfers are provided with a new 13-inch MacBook Pro laptop 

computer for use in the classroom and throughout our wireless campus

• Most students have the opportunity to earn a bach  elor’s and a master’s degree from Chatham in  

as few as five years from many of our graduate programs

• Study abroad almost anywhere in the world during Maymester term, a full term, or a full year

Woodland Road . . . Pittsburgh, PA 15232

800-837-1290 . . . admission@chatham.edu

chatham.edu

by Ali Tappe

With the cost of college so high, 
students get the chance to reduce 
their tuition by taking the AP ex-
ams, but even those can get quite 
expensive when one is taking three 
or more classes. So why is it that the 
school doesn’t help pay for it? After 
all, they do pay for students to take 
CCAC classes. 

Years ago the school used to 
pay for the AP exam, and when 
they stopped doing that, the school 
would reimburse those students who 
scored high on it. 

“We use to pay for the exams. If you took an AP 
class you had to take the AP exam. Now the good 
thing with that is that there were some additional 
people who took the test, who might not have if they 
had to pay for it themselves,” guidance counselor 
Mrs. Mary Beth Miller explained.   

“The other part of it though, is that we had a good 
portion of students who were not invested in taking 
the test. So we got scores that probably weren’t le-
gitimate from those students,” Miller said.

Although Miller said students did not try as much 
back then, times have changed. The student opinion 
is different.

“If the school helped pay for the test, it would 
encourage so many more students to take AP classes. 
Plus it would help fi nancially,” senior Erica Char-
nock said.

Charnock was not the only student who felt this 
way.

 “The cost of college applications is so expen-
sive. And then we have to pay for college. So if the 
school chipped in that would be so helpful,” junior 
Emily Pirt stated. Pirt also feels that if the school 
were to reimburse her that she would try harder on 

the exams. 
Speaking of college, the school pays for its stu-

dents to go to CCAC, so what’s the difference be-
tween the two? After completing the exams, depend-
ing on the score, the student could potentially receive 
college credit; same as the students who pass their 
CCAC classes. Either way, students from both groups 
can receive college credits, yet the AP students have 
to pay to receive theirs.

“It’s unfair,” Pirt explained. “If the school is go-
ing to pay for CCAC classes, then they should help to 
pay for the AP exams.”

As a junior in high school, many students prob-
ably haven’t put much thought into college yet. Some 
students might end up going to a college that doesn’t 
accept the credits or one that only puts them in an ad-
vanced course. Well, there goes that $87 dollars the 
student just spent on that exam, which could have 
been used to go towards their college tuition.

At the end of the day, it is a decision that the 
student has to make. It would, however, benefi t and 
ease the mind of many students if the school helped 
pay for the test. Even if it was only a portion or a 
reimbursement for receiving a high score, anything 
would help.

The average cost of college in 2011 according to College Board (College Board)

 There have been many car accidents that 
have hit close to home.  In 2006 Shaler lost two stu-
dents due to car accidents, and lost another student 
in 2008.  This year alone we’ve seen students put in 
fatal situations due to driving.  When remembering 
all of those hurt or lost, it seems justifi able we should 
be forced to pay more attention to our driving.

 “I hate it, but I like it.  I like it because it 
reduces teen accidents, but I’m mad because I can’t 
have my friends in the car,” junior Brianna Norwood 
said.

 Another future driver found this law to be 
more of a hindrance.

 “It’s very inconvenient if someone needs a 
ride home from school or practice.  I don’t think hav-
ing a third person in the car is that big of a distrac-
tion,” junior Courtney Ambrozic said.

 Certainly an inconvenience, this law will 
prevent car-pooling.  But I think everyone has that 
friend they’d rather not ride with.

 “I’ve been in an accident with a teen driver… 
but I don’t think teen drivers are necessarily more 
reckless.  I feel people who are reckless drivers as 
teenagers carry those habits into adulthood,” senior 
Jonathan Rankin said.

 But is this law fair for those who do take 
driving seriously?  

 “I also sometimes think, ‘Does it penalize 
the cautious driver?’… The person who is a mature 
student that wants to pick up some friends to go to 
work.  I wouldn’t want it to become too expansive so 
that it really interferes with the responsible driver,” 
Townsend said.

 The major fl aw I found with this law deals 
with enforcement.  It would be hard for police to pull 
over every driver that looked to be under the age of 
18 and check the number of passengers.

 Although this new Act has some note-worthy 
faults, in the end it’s hard to argue with the law.

Cont. from page 5

Teen Driving 
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Past issues hover over potential 
future of a rugby team at Shaler

by Ross Budziszewski

May 17, 2002 was the date of the last Rugby 
game ever played in Shaler. Eric Golancinski was 
performing a tackle on a Fox Chapel player when 
he severely injured his neck. At the time, neither 
Golancinski nor any of his three coaches recog-
nized the seriousness of the injury. There was not a 
trainer present at the match, so he continued to play. 
His mother later that night drove him to UPMC St. 
Margret where they discovered Golancinski had a 
fracture of his third cervical vertebra. This injury 
can leave one a quadriplegic or even cause death. 

Luckily, he survived and was able to walk by 
July 21st of that same year. Eric’s mother, Laurie 
set off on a mission to prevent accidents like this 
from happening to other youth rugby players, es-
sentially having rugby banned from Shaler and 
other local school districts.

Led by Roman Benty, Frank DiNardo, and 
Zach Jenkins, the idea of having a Rugby team is a 
possibility in the future at Shaler. Rugby is a mix-
ture of football and soccer with tackling, running, 
kicking, and backwards passing. 

Jenkins presented a list containing over 30 peo-
ple’s names who were interested in playing on an 
organized Rugby team this year. 

Obviously, the idea still has to be presented 
to the school board for approval, which will take 
time. 

When asked what could halt the approval pro-
cess, Jenkins responded, “The past injury to Go-

lancinski may scare the school board, preventing 
another rugby team from happening at Shaler, but 
they need to understand that injuries are a part of 
sports and this time around we would take more 
safety precautions such as having trainers at match-
es.”

Mr. David Boyles, an art teacher, plays for the 
Pittsburgh Harlequins, a professional rugby team 
located in Pittsburgh. Statistics online and research 
done by Yale University show that the risk for head 
and neck injuries during a rugby match are far less 
common than during a football game.

“I’ve played rugby for twelve years and never 
have I seen a neck injury occur,” Boyles replied.

Boyles said that rugby would be a good sport 
for the school to offer to its students. Along with 
the help of the boys who proposed the rugby team, 
Boyles plans to present the idea to Athletic Director 
Paul Holtzshu. 

If the school board would allow a rugby team to 
form, Shaler would join a league with several oth-
er local programs. Four local school districts who 
have rugby teams are Sto Rox, Burrell, Woodland 
Hills, and Fox Chapel. Many schools such as North 
Allegheny and North Hills combined to make new 
programs outside of school, but they do not have a 
rugby team currently through their schools.

The idea of having a rugby team is still in its in-
fancy. The school board will have to determine the 
benefi ts of offering another sport for its students, 
weighing both pros and cons. Although a rugby or-
ganization may not occur this year, it may surface 
in the future.

by Julie Rankin 

Teenagers are always given a bad rap for their 
driving, whether it be from their parent’s snide com-
ments when in the passenger seat or “the man” trying 
to hold them down with new driving laws.

Recently, Pennsylvania passed Act 81, a law put 
in place to add further restrictions to new teen driv-
ers.  Under this law, during the fi rst six months of 
their junior license, new drivers can only have one 
person under the age of 18 in the car with them, not 
including immediate family.  

After these six months, the driver can then have 
three passengers under 18.  Also, the number of driv-
ing hours a student is required increased from 50 to 
65.

When I fi rst received the letter in the mail per-
taining to Act 81, I was irritated.  Does this mean I 
can’t offer to drive friends I’ve been bumming rides 
with the past year?

Unfortunately, as frustrating as it is, the statis-
tics aren’t in favor of teen drivers.  According to re-
search by Allstate, the fatal crash rates among 16-19 
year olds is four times that of older drivers, and car 
crashes are the number one cause of death of teens 
America.  In 2005 alone, 5,610 teenagers were killed 
in car accidents in the United States. 

Assistant Principal JoAnne Townsend has her 
worries for drivers within our school.

“I do see a lot of speeding in the parking lot with 
pedestrians.  That always makes me really nervous.  
I don’t think that teens really respect the damage a 
vehicle can do,” Townsend said.  

Stats not in favor 
of teen drivers, 
new laws employed

Cont. on page 4



The OraclePage 6  February 2012

by Katie Rees

The Boys’ and Girls’ Varsity Swim Teams as a whole have been dominating 
in strength and speed at their meets this year.

“So far, both teams have been doing very well this season.  The boys have a 
record of 4-2.  Recently, they had a match against North Hills, who is extreme-
ly competitive, in which they only lost by three points,” Swimming Coach Ms. 
Nepa said.

The swimmers are dedicated to their sport due to the hours on end that they 
put into practicing and preparing for meets.  

“Before meets, the swimmers will stretch for about 15 minutes and then swim 
2,000 yards.  There is a 10 minute warm-up period halfway through the meet and 
our swimmers will loosen up however they choose.  They also stretch periodical-
ly on deck between their events,” Swimming Coach Mr. Keith Simmons said.

The team practices every morning on Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and Sat-
urday, as well as every day after school.  The swimmers make the sport a top 
priority, not only in the pool, but in their daily routines as well.

Junior swimmer Anita Peduto said, “I eat and drink lots of water every day.  
I try to always keep a positive attitude so that I don’t psych myself out over a big 
meet coming up.”

Teammates never cease to support one another, whether it involves making 
up chants or giving positive feedback to each other. 

“For a small team, we’re really good and close.  We’re constantly cheering 
each other on,” sophomore Megan George said.  

Members of the team have great chemistry and work very well together.  

Their cooperation drives them to their high success.  The team competed against 
North Allegheny on February 9 and will compete against Hampton on February 
16.  If they qualify, WPIALS will be in their future.

“Lately, we’ve had a lot of individual swimmers who have qualifi ed for WPI-
ALS.  Brittany Hernon, Nate Porter, Megan George, Molly Powers, Morgan 
Harris, Anita Peduto, Nate Burwell, Mallory Marta, Rebecca Wakeley, and Tyler 
Jamison all have fast times this season not only in their relay events but in their 
individual events as well. 

by Julie Rankin

As the Girls’ Basketball season comes 
to a close, the girls are hoping to get a 
chance to defend their WPIAL title after 
playing Pine Richland last night.  The top 
four teams from each section advance to 
playoffs.  Last year the team won sectionals 
and WPIALs and made it to quarter-fi nals 
in states.

“We lost a lot of seniors last year.  We 
really had to work hard together this year 
to prove ourselves and I think we work re-
ally well together as a team,” Junior Marisa 
Bens said.

The girl’s teamwork helped them 
throughout the year, but they had to face 
challenges this year, such as playing their 
greatest competitors: North Allegheny and 
Oakland Catholic.

 “I would say (we could improve on) 
fi nishing in the third and fourth quarter.  
We play a really good fi rst half and then the 
second half we start to turn the ball over,” 
head coach Melissa McQuade said.  

The girls found strength in their speed 
this year.

“We have a bunch of really small, 
fast-guards so it’s kind of like really push-

ing the ball up the fl oor and pressing and getting steals 
and stuff cause we can run on teams because we’re fast,” 
McQuade said.

With 13 players on Varsity, the team has their work 
cut out for them.

“I think everyone has really stepped up very well 
and assumed the role that they are playing varsity bas-
ketball so I think everyone’s adjusted very well,” Cate 
Potter said.

McQuade found the team’s numbers to be an advan-
tage.

“I like having a smaller team.  I think it’s made it 
better because it forces everybody else to step-up and 
see what role they have on the team and how they can 
help out,” McQuade said.

Much of the team’s energy comes from their new 
coach. 

“She’s meshed really well; it’s easier to relate to her 
since she’s right out of college and she played basketball 
herself so she knows the game pretty well and can keep 
up with us,” Potter said.

As they head off to their fi rst playoff game, the team 
will utilize their best skills to come out on top.

“I would say their half court man (is our strong 
point); getting really good on defense, just going half 
court and then getting stops and every person shutting 
down their team,” McQuade said.

Junior Anita Peduto swimming laps (Keith Simmons)

Lady Titans fi ghting for fi nal section playoff  spot

Senior Ashley Domachowski tries to score against Oakland Catholic  
(Christopher Hoerner, Pittsburgh Tribune Review)

Swimmers take the plunge into another season

A few members of the team chose to partake in the Pittsburgh tradition of the 
Polar Bear Plunge on New Year’s Day into the frigid waters of the Monongahela 
River to Support Project Bundle Up. Shaler Varsity Swimmers Nate Park, Savannah 
McKaveney, Nathan Burwell and Morgan Harris took “What a great and easy way 
to raise money and awareness for the kids in our community, that are in need!,” 
Harris said. 
Sophomore and partaker of the Polar Bear Plunge, Savannah McKaveney, said, “It 
literally took my breath away.  I couldn’t breathe at first!”
Hundreds of people braved the hypothermic waters for a once in a lifetime chance 
and a generous act of kindness.
“I watched everyone’s faces right after I jumped in.  That was funny.  Then I quickly 
went to get changed,” McKaveney said.  (photo Scott Harris)

Polar Bear Plungers

SPORTS
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by Ali Tappe

With the indoor track season already under-
way, some may be surprised to fi nd out that it is 
completely different from the spring season, start-
ing with the way players compete. 

 “The goal for indoor is to individually make 
it to championships and then states, where as out-
door track is more of a team sport,” senior Audrey 
Schreiber said.

Another way that the seasons vary is that the 
majority of pressure to do well is taken off.

“There’s not too much pressure, so the weight 
of the team isn’t lying on your shoulders. You can 
just relax more,” senior Jon Rankin said. 

Although the pressure is taken off, there is 
still a lot expected of the team.

“Coach Interhal expects a lot out of us this 
year as a team, and with Niko Thorpe leaving 
for Central Catholic, the boys 4x1 will defi nitely 
have to step up if they want to make it to WPI-
ALS,” junior Scott Hughes said. 

 The indoor season is almost like a preseason 
for the spring season, where the athletes are able 
to get back in shape and work on improving their 
times and/or distances.

“My goal for the indoor season is mostly to 
stay in-shape. After that, I focus on improving my 
time and just doing the best that I can do,” Rankin 
stated. 

“I plan on breaking my last year’s 400 time at 
50.01, which was set at Pine Richland,” Hughes 
said. 

The competition for indoor track is very dif-
ferent than outdoor track. Since it is more of an 
individual sport, players can have competition 
from other schools or within their own team. 

“New to the team is old rival Demonte Can-
nady, who has caused competition to heat up. 
Outside of our school, though, most of the oppo-
nents have graduated, but Seneca Valley’s Forrest 
Barnes and Central Catholic’s Mike Pomeo are 
challenging competitors,” Hughes said.  

The atmosphere at the meets is more relaxed. 
It is a great time to meet new people.

“The people you meet when you’re compet-
ing, they’re pretty nice people,” Rankin said. 

Rankin is not the only one who thinks that the 
people he meets are nice.

“Forming close relationships with your op-
ponents allow you to better yourself as a runner 
because nothing is better than having a friend that 
brings competition,” Hughes explained.  

Indoor track is a completely different ball 
game than that of outdoor track. It’s a chance for 
the athletes to focus more on themselves than 
their teammates. 

 by Casey Rastetter

With a current record of 5-11-1, 
the Boys’ Varsity Ice Hockey Team’s 
hopes are still high for the rest of their 
schedule.

After a few tough losses, the boys 
aspired to turn their record around and  
now they are in playoffs this year.

“Our record is 5-11-1, but to us, 
it’s 0-0. We knew our talent wasn’t as 
high as it’s been in the past, but all of 
the conditioning we’ve been doing is 
starting to heighten our performance.”

As shown in a couple of Shaler’s 

tournament and regular season games 
against teams like Canon-McMillan, 
the team is working hard every game.

“Canon-McMillan is our main 
competition. They knocked us out of 
playoffs the last two years. Their team 
is based on straight skill and they are 
14-0. Playing them shows how hard we 
work and how we’ve improved,” Sul-
livan said.

Senior Zack Kaczmarek agreed. 
“Our record is not refl ective of our 

performance, but we still have time to 
turn it around though.”

As one of the few entries in the 

playoffs, the team is one step closer to  
the dream of Consol Energy Center.  

“Our goal was to make it to the 
Semis and make it to the Consol Energy 
Center, but this year, only the Cham-
pionship game is being held there. So 
our goal now is to make it all the way,” 
junior Jake Hetz said. 

The boys have the opportunity to 
be apart of the Championship game if 
they are the victors of the majority of 
their games. 

Being that Juniors Joe Dorow and 
Hetz made it into the PIHL All-Star 
game, and Junior Mike Klena plays 

two-way hockey, the goal may be 
reached more easily than expected.

“Mike Klena’s two-way play, as 
he plays offense and defense, gives de-
fense time to stay fresh, as well as it 
gives the offense more chances to score 
goals. Also, the strong defense includ-
ing: myself, Cam Stott, Joe Dorow and 
Matt Bour keeps opponents’ scoring 
opportunities low,” Sullivan stated.

The team displayed their technique 
Monday night againt Hempfi eld, giv-
ing  them a victory for their Senior 
Night. The team looks to future games 
and most importantly, the playoffs.

Indoor track 
in training 

Hockey team overcomes odds, makes playoff s

by Ashley Domachowski

The Shaler Area Varsity Boys’ Basketball 
team has come out on the top of their game this 
year, with another section title and a place in the 
WPIAL playoffs.

A win at Seneca Valley on January 31 
sealed the title for the Titans.  The boys beat the 
Raiders by a two point defi cit (62-60) in over-
time, giving the Titans another win and adding 
to their 10-1 record.

The Titans’ only section loss came early 
in the season when they were defeated by the 
North Allegheny Tigers on the Tigers’ home 
court.  The next match up between the two ri-
vals ended on a higher note for the Titans who 
out-scored the Tigers 59-41.

“We need to come out strong to start every 
game,” said Senior Sean Gavin.  “Not wait until 
the end of the fi rst quarter to start playing.”

A second loss outside of conference play 
came when the boys competed in the Bobby 
Miller Bulldog Classic in Maryland back in De-
cember.  The defeat came as an eye opener for 
the Titans, who have gone on a 13 game win-
ning streak since.

“The loss [in Maryland] was a reality 
check for us,” said Junior Geno Thorpe.  “We 
weren’t used to losing.”

After the loss, Senior JP Holtz noticed 
that the boys became a whole different 
team.  Having another loss in their record 
showed the Titans they had to work harder, 
not only in the games, but also to push each 
other in practice as well.

“Everyone is going to be out for us,” 
says Holtz. “That way they can say they 
beat the number one ranked team.”

With an overall record of 19-2 and go-
ing into playoffs with a conference title, 
the boys know they have a target on their 
back.  They continue to push hard and are 
playing to win.

“We’re all focused,” said Thorpe.  
“We’re not going to let it get to us.”

The Titans, ranked at number one go-
ing into WPIAL playoffs last year, were 
expected to have a very long run in the 
post season.  But their drive for a WPIAL 
title was cut short when a devastating loss 
against Butler in the second round of play-
offs, not only knocked the Titans out of the run for 
the WPIAL championship, but also prevented them 
from competing in state playoffs.

“It was a sad loss and defi nitely not the way we 
wanted to end the season,” said Holtz.  “But we need 
to work hard and be prepared.  No games will be 

easy.”
This year, the boys are ranked number one in 

the WPIAL by both the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and 
MSA Sports.

The boys travel to Pine Richland tonight to take 
on the Pine-Richland  Rams in their fi nal section 
match up.

Above: JP Holtz attempting a layup against Lincoln 
Park (Matt Freed, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette)

Below: The boys are interviewed after Senior Night by  
members of SATV (Rick Vannucci)

Top-ranked Titans rolling as 
WPIAL playoff s approach
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WEIRD
News

DUBLIN, IRELAND- A jobless arti st angry over 
what he sees as Ireland’s disastrous foray into the 
euro zone has built a house out of $1.8 billion in 
shredded euro notes.

Frank Buckley’s project is in the lobby of a Dublin 
offi  ce building that has been vacant for four 
years, since its constructi on. The island nati on 
has been devastated by a constructi on bubble 
that burst and plunged it into a deep recession 
that is fi ve years old and showing no signs of let-
ti ng up.

“It’s a refl ecti on of the whole madness that 
gripped us,” Buckley told Reuters. “People were 
pouring billions into buildings now worth noth-
ing. I wanted to create something from nothing.”

MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN-Some kids ask for 
Legos, others a train. But Dusti n Kruse, 4, of New 
Berlin, Wisc., wanted something extra special this 
Christmas -- a toilet.

Dusti n Kruse loves toilets so much that it prompt-
ed one local company to grant the child’s wish for 
a top-of-line, double-fl usher.

“They did it right aft er his fourth birthday. Deliv-
ered, installed it, everything,” said Michele Kruse 
on Newsradio 620 WTMJ’s Wisconsin’s Morning 
News.

Kruse said her son is so fascinated with toilets 
that he wanted to ask Santa for a parti cular type 
of Kohler toilet, a dual-fl ush brand that allows 
people to either make a full or a half fl ush.

“He fl ushed it,” Michele Kruse told the Journal 
Senti nel, “and he’s like, ‘Mom wouldn’t that be 
great if I could have this? Could you imagine all of 
the things I could do?’ And then he’s looking up 
in the air and he’s thinking. He’s like, ‘I am asking 
Santa Claus for this.’”

Dusti n’s mom said she didn’t want to fl ush away 
her son’s hopes, so she wrote to Kohler, explain-
ing her son’s interest -- and Kohler obliged.

DENVER, COLORADO- A Colorado woman 
dropped her pants at a museum and rubbed her 
rear end all over a painti ng valued at $30 million, 
according to police.

Carmen Tisch, 36, was arrested aft er scratching, 
punching and, well, rubbing her butt  against Clyf-
ford Sti ll’s “1957-J no.2” and causing an esti mat-
ed $10,000 damage to the artwork at the Clyff ord 
Sti ll Museum in Denver. Police believe she was 
drunk during the late December incident.

“You have to wonder where her friends were,” 
a spokeswoman for the district att orney’s offi  ce 
told the Denver Post.

Tisch was charged with felony criminal mischief 
on Wednesday and has been held on a $20,000 
bond since the incident in late December, said 
Lynn Kimbrough, spokeswoman for the Denver 
District Att orney’s Offi  ce.

The oil-on-canvas abstract expressionist painti ng 
was spared additi onal damage when the woman 
tried to urinate on it but apparently missed.
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“Home to me is my reality, and some-
times all I need is something real.”
      --Matt Nelson

Shaler Area wrestling alumni 
conquers concussions
Cont. from page 1

been able to 
overcome each one 
with hard work. 
But this head inju-
ry was different; it 
couldn’t be healed 
with extra time in 
the weight room or 
working after practice with the training staff. I think that’s what was so frustrating for Matt,” explained 
Barry.

Mr. Paul Holzshu, the Athletic Director for the High School, knew the Nelsons as students and athletes. 
He has interacted with many cases of concussions, and clarifi ed: “What people don’t realize is that, any time 
you deal with a concussion, every incident is individualized.” 

With a strong focus on recovering, Nelson was able to take the year off and return for the fall semester. 
He had begun to take Xanax to relieve the pressure of the headaches and to help him focus during classes.

“Matt is very intelligent, but simple tasks lead to headaches,” D’Agostino said.
Matt began over-using the pills, and soon he became dependent on them to complete simple tasks. It took 

him 3 months to get off of the pills. By then it had been a few years since the initial injury and the end of it 
was fi nally in reach. Nelson was allowed to start physical exercise in the fall of 2010, and was cleared for 
contact sports in January 2011.

 With the headaches taken care of, Nelson’s main priority was losing the weight that he had gained 
during his injury. Nelson gained about 40 pounds during his recovery period. But, with hard physical training 
he miraculously lost almost all of it in a few months.

“It was a pretty humbling experience. No one really believed I would wrestle again, and nobody really 
wanted me to either. My parents were afraid for me, what if I got another concussion? My grandparents were 
worried for me too,” Nelson said. 

 “It was a long journey, with a lot of ups and downs…He lost 4 years of wrestling, and to be able to 
come back and compete is the miraculous part…He said, ‘Coach, I’m getting back to wrestling.’ He never 
faulted from that, he never faulted from that,” clarifi ed D’Agostino. 

 Nelson is now a senior at UVA and is fi nally able to compete again. He is applying for a 6th year 
medical redshirt with hopes to compete again next year. His goal is to be the National Champion.

“Who knows, the next one might be the last one. This concussion really renewed my love for the sport. 
Senior year of high school, being recruited, being ranked, it was a lot of pressure. It felt more like a job. Now 
I just feel like a kid again, rediscovering it. My goal is to be National Champion, I told myself that every 
morning, and I still do.” 

 He has a big match coming up against a wrestler who graduated from Shady Side Academy, who was a 
rival of Matt’s in high school.

Nelson said of his success story: “My story is one of success. It is defi ned by the people that got me 
through, the team of doctors, barrage of medicines, the 5 years of headaches and murky waters of uncertainty: 
my family, teammates, my coaches and my friends. I am no one special, just someone who was fortunate 
enough to be surrounded by people that are.”

The overall journey was a challenge, and the end of it was rewarding. 
 Barry said, “I’d be willing to bet that many lesser men would have simply quit given those circum-

stances, not Matt, he never quit fi ghting.”


